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nurses come and go. And amongst all, as a matter of fact, I
can only recall one who would in any way fit the word
portraits of Lady Priestley.
Speaking of nurses as a class I am bound-to say that I have

ever felt the deepest gratitude to them for the unwearying
care and devotion they have shown. I have never met with a
nurse who has not concientiously and loyally carried out my
instructions; and those who undertake abdominal surgery-
surely of all surgery the most dependent on good and con-
scientious nursing-know full well the comfort and feeling of
security which the knowledge of having a trustworthy nurse
gives.
There may be, and probably are, nurses of the type

sketched by Lady Priestley. But I feel sure they are not to
be found amongst the nurses sent out by our best known
London and provincial institutions. I cannot help thinking
that Lady Priestley's nurses are of a rare, and seldom seen,
description, and have been simply utilised as a peg whereon
to hang a magazine article.-I am, etc.,
February ioth. A PROVINCIAL SURGEON.

MEDICAL ETHICS.
SIR,-The attitude adopted by the Bradford Medico-Ethical

Society should be taken to heart as a lesson for all kindred
societies. I venture to suggest that if all our Branches were
to adopt the code, especially in respect to visiting other
practitioners' patients, adverse criticisms, and unqualified
assistants, the Association would have done at grand work,
and the profession would have gained enormously in public
opinion and in brotherly love. Much as I deprecate medical
aid associations, I think we have still greater evils to contend
with, and it is too often a fact that those men who are loudest
in their condemnation of such societies and of those who
lend their aid to the working of them are all the while
employing unqualified assistants without proper supervision,
or else the golden rule of " Do ye unto others," etc., is being
broken wholesale by them.-I am, etc.,

February 15tlh. NEMESIS.

PUERPERAL FEVER IN ENGLAND AND WALES.
SIR,-In the inaugural address Dr. Cullingworth1 asks

himself and others the question, why the mortality from
metria has not diminishedl since I847, considering that for
many years antiseptic measures have been so strongly advo-
cated by teachers. He thinks there must either be faulty
teaching or want of due care in carrying out the necessary
methods, and firmly believes that if the simple antiseptic
precautions with which everyone is familiar were conscienti-
ously adopted puerperal fever would be as rare in private
practice as it is now in the best lying-in hospitals. I am
sure Dr. Cullingworth in thus impressing upon the profession
the importance of personal hygiene does not wish to convey
to the public that metria commonly arises through want of
care on the part of the medical attendant or that there are
not many causes over which we have no control arising from
the patient, the accidents of childbed, or the nature of the
surroundings to which the puerpera is exposed, the last
being rarely as favourable to what exists in a well-ordered
lying-in hospital. The general practitioner has to take the
responsibility of results, while he is generally debarred by
usage and social conditions from protecting adequately him-
self and patient from the sources of mischief. Two important
facts are stated, that childbed mortality in private practice
was no greater, or even less, prior to the antiseptic period,
and that it prevailed more in those districts which were
mountainous, ,hilly, and sparsely populated, where medical
assistance was difficult to obtain.-I am, etc.,

JOHN A. LYCEIT, M.D.,
Senior Surgeon, Wolverhampton Hospital for Women.

Wo;verhampton, March 6th.

I BRITISH MEDiCAL JOuiRNAt, March 6th.

INDIA AND THE COLONIES.
AUSTRALASIA.

INSANITY.-In the sixth issue of The Seven Colonies of Australtasia, recently
published, Mr. T. A. Cogllan gives the number of insane persons under
official cognisance in Australasia on December -ist, i894, as 12,610. This

represents 3.0 per I,0oo of the population. This rate is higher than that of
Eligland or Scotland. The number of insanie persons per z,oco of the
population in each Colony is as follows: New South Wales, 2.9; Victoria,
3.5; Queensland, 3.0; South Australia, 2.5; Western Australia, I.8;
Tasmania, 2.3; New Zealand, 3.2.

NATAL.
THE TSETSE FLY.-We learn from Pietermaritzburg that Surgeon-Major

Bruce has discovered that the trypanosome of "fly disease"is not con-
fined to the domestic animal, but is found in the blood of the buffalo,
wildebeeste, koodoo, bush-buck, hyena, and other animals, so that the
connection between wild animals and the disease is pretty well demon-
strated. Surgeon-Major Bruce says that the tsetse fly is found in enor-
mous numbers in the fly country, sometimes as many as 200 or 3oo being
seen on a horse at the same time. As yet we have no explanation as to
the reason for the disappearance of this fly with the disappearance of the
large game from a country.

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES.
UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE.

BOTANICAL COLLECTION.-A handsome gift consisting of some 4,000
specimens of Pyrenean and Alpine plants, collected between x858 and I893
by the late Mr. Charles Packe. M.A.Oxford, has been presented by his
widow to th6 University Herbarium. This represents a very valuable
addition to the fine European collection in the Botanical Museum.
STATE MEDICINE.-The Syndicate for State Medicine has been em-

powered by the Senate to frame and publish from time to time a state-
inent of the conditions under which candidates for the Diploma In Public
Health are admitted to examination. The conditions are to be consistent
with the rules of the General Medical Council.

O BITUARY,
OLIVER PEXIBERTON, F.R.C.S.,

Consulting Surgeon tothe General HEspital, Birmingham, and Coroner
for the City.

ON Sunday evening, March 7th, after a comparatively short
illness, Mr. Oliver Pemberton, of Birmingham, passed away
at his residenice, Quarry House, Whitacre, near Birmingham.
By his death Birmingham as a city loses one of its most
remarkable and distinguished citizens, and the medical pro-
fession in Birmingham a prominent and well known member.
Mr. Pemnberton was the second son of Thomas Pemberton,

of Warstone House, a well known Birmingham manufacturer,
who for many years was one of the borough justices of the
peace. He was born on August i 5th, I825, at Warstone House,
and received his education at King Edward's School. From
his earliest years he showed a leaning towards a literary and
professional career rather than the commercial pursuits of
his family, and at the age of 17 he was apprenticed to Mr. D. W.
Crampton, one of the surgeons to the General Hospital, and
entered Queen's College as a medical student. Soon after-
wards he went up to London, and studied for four years at
St. Bartholomew's Hospital under Burrows, Lawrence, and
Stanley, taking the diploma of Member of the College of
Surgeons in I847. He then returned to his native city, and
entered the General Hospital as " Physician's Assistant."
When the duties of this office were altered and in its place
resident medical and resident surgical officerships were
created Mr. Pemberton was elected Surgical Officer, having
the late Dr. Heslop with him as his colleague.
From this time onward he devoted himself to the surgical

side of his profession, and in 1852 was elected Honorary Sur-
geon to the hospital in the place of Mr. Richard Wood.
This position as, Honorary Surgeon he filled for close upon
forty years, resigning in 1891, when hewasappointed Her
Majesty's Coroner for the city. At the annual meeting of
the governors of the institution in I892, he was unani-
mously elected Consulting Surgeon, a position which he held
till his death.
Mr. Pemberton was connected with the Birmingham Medi-

cal School, and took an active interest in its management for
nearly forty years. He was Professor of Anatomy from 1853
to I858, and from 1867 till I892 was one of the Professors of
Surgery. He took a leading part in the transference of the
Medical Department of Queen's College to Mason College,
and as Member of the Coun( il and later on as Bailiff of the
latter institution displayed always an active interest in the
welfare of the medical school. In I878 Mr. Pemberton was
elected a Fellow of the College of Surgeons, and seven years
later, in 1885, was chospn a Member of the Council of the
College, a positi n he continued to hold until his death.


